
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

London, 9 November 2018  

Societe Generale supports rising talent in UK Contemporary Art 

Judging panels comprise of leading names from the UK art scene 

 

London, 9 November 2018: Societe Generale today announced the launch of two new art initiatives, 

reinforcing its Group-wide commitment to supporting Contemporary Art and young artists. 

 

The first is a sculpture commission for the main reception of Societe Generale’s brand new UK office 

in One Bank Street, Canary Wharf, to be opened in October 2019.  Five Master Degree graduates 

from leading art schools across London have been invited to create detailed artwork concepts and 

proposals focusing on contemporary sculptures. 

 

A panel made up of prestigious names from the UK art scene, including George Vasey, Curator and 

Writer, Wellcome Collection, Dr Antonia Bostrum, Director of Collections, V&A Museum, Sam 

Wilkinson, Head of Public Art, University College London, as well as Sadia Ricke, Group Country Head 

of Societe Generale in the UK, Aurélie Deplus, Head of Contemporary Art Sponsorship at Societe 

Generale, and Jazz Singh, Group Head of Communication in the UK, will select the winning artist to be 

announced in January 2019. The winner will be commissioned to produce the artwork, which will be 

unveiled in One Bank Street in 2019. 

 

Kleinwort Hambros, Societe Generale’s UK Private Banking arm, has also announced the Emerging 

Artist Prize to reward the work of a young contemporary artist selected from across the UK. 

 

Artists aged up to 35 who have made an original artistic contribution in one or more of the following 

fields: painting, photography, sculpture, digital, installation art, drawing and video, will be nominated 

by independent experts from the UK contemporary art scene.   

 

The winner will be selected by a prestigious jury comprising of Hans-Ulrich Obrist, Director of the 

Serpentine Gallery, Clare Lilley, Director of the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Andrew Nairne, Director of 



 

 

 

Kettle’s Yard at the University of Cambridge, Fiona Bradley, Director of the Fruitmarket Gallery and 

Aurélie Deplus, Head of Contemporary Art Sponsorship at Societe Generale in February 2019.   

 

Sadia Ricke, Group Country Head for the UK at Societe Generale, commented:  

 

“We feel honoured to be supporting these new and innovative projects. As an active patron of 

Contemporary Art for over 20 years, we recognise the societal value of creating platforms to raise 

visibility for up and coming artists. Along with our support for the National Portrait Gallery and the 

Victoria & Albert Museum, our major art collection in our Paris headquarters, and the successful 

launch of the Swiss Emerging Artist Prize in April 2018, these new initiatives underline the Group’s 

long-term commitment to Contemporary Art.  It also reinforces our position as a forward-thinking 

organisation, driven by creativity and innovation.” 

 
 

-Ends- 

Press contact: Clare Milton – 020 7597 3284 – clare.milton@kleinworthambros.com 
 
 
Societe Generale  
 
Societe Generale is one of the leading European financial services groups. Based on a diversified and integrated 
banking model, the Group combines financial strength and proven expertise in innovation with a strategy of 
sustainable growth, aiming to be the trusted partner for its clients, committed to the positive transformations of 
society and the economy. 
 
Active in the real economy for over 150 years, with a solid position in Europe and connected to the rest of the 
world, Societe Generale has over 147,000 members of staff in 67 countries and supports on a daily basis 31 
million individual clients, businesses and institutional investors around the world by offering a wide range of 
advisory services and tailored financial solutions. The Group is built on three complementary core businesses: 
 

• French Retail Banking, which encompasses the SocieteGenerale, Crédit du Nord and Boursorama 
brands. Each offers a full range of financial services with omnichannel products at the cutting edge of 
digital innovation; 

• International Retail Banking, Insurance and Financial Services to Corporates, with networks in 
Africa, Russia, Central and Eastern Europe and specialised businesses that are leaders in their markets; 

• Global Banking and Investor Solutions, which offers recognised expertise, key international locations 
and integrated solutions. 
 

Societe Generale is included in the principal socially responsible investment indices: DJSI (World and Europe), 
FTSE4Good (Global and Europe), Euronext Vigeo (World, Europe and Eurozone), four of the STOXX ESG 
Leaders indices, and the MSCI Low Carbon Leaders Index. 
 

For more information, you can follow us on twitter @societegenerale or visit our website  
 
www.societegenerale.com 
 
Societe Generale Private Banking 
 
Societe Generale Private Banking, the wealth management arm of Societe Generale, is one of the leading private 
banks in Europe, with EUR 118 billion of assets under management at the end of December 2017. 
With 2,500 staff in 11 countries across the globe, Societe Generale Private Banking offers wealth management 
solutions to entrepreneurs and High Net Worth Individuals.  

http://www.societegenerale.com/


 

 

 

 
The expertise of its private banking teams in wealth planning, investment advisory and financing solutions 
regularly receives awards. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, Societe Generale Private Banking was voted: 
 

• Best Credit Provider (WealthBriefing Swiss Awards, 2018) 
• Outstanding Private Bank - Western Europe (Private Banker International, 2017) 
• Best Wealth Planning Team (WealthBriefing European Awards, 2017) 
• Best Wealth Manager in France - Affiliate Bank (Leaders de la Finance, 2017) 
• Best Private Bank for Entrepreneurs in Western Europe (Global Finance, 2017) 
• Best Private Bank France (Global Finance, 2016) 
• Best Private Bank Monaco (Global Finance, 2016) 
• Outstanding Private Bank for Relationship Service and Engagement (Private Banker International, 2016) 

 
www.privatebanking.societegenerale.com 
 
Follow us at twitter.com/sg_privatebank 
 
Kleinwort Hambros 
 
Established in 1786 and 1839 respectively, Kleinwort and Hambros have been helping clients manage their 
wealth for over 200 years. Kleinwort Hambros is the private banking and wealth management brand of Societe 
Generale in the UK.  
 
With assets under management of £16.3bn and over 1000 employees at March 2018 Kleinwort Hambros has 
offices in London, Cambridge, Newbury, Leeds, Edinburgh, Guernsey, Jersey and Gibraltar. 
 
Kleinwort Hambros provides individuals, families, entrepreneurs and family offices with comprehensive wealth 
management and private banking services including investment management, domestic and international wealth 
planning, lending, fiduciary and banking services, as well as mid-corporate advisory services on both a direct and 
intermediated basis.   
 
Kleinwort Hambros also has a range of teams offering our services to private clients based in the UK and 
overseas. Our multi-lingual teams include the French, Arab, Russian and South Asia desks and we provide 
solutions for both domestic and non-domestic clients.  
www.kleinworthambros.com 
 

http://www.privatebanking.societegenerale.com/
http://twitter.com/sg_privatebank
http://www.kleinworthambros.com/

