
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Kleinwort Hambros strengthens UK front office team with two senior 
appointments  

 

• Steven Porter announced as new Head of the Client Service Team 

(CST) 

• Chris Thomson announced as new Head of UK Regions 
 

 
Press release 

London, 19 August 2019  

 
Kleinwort Hambros has today announced the appointments of Steven Porter as the new Head of the Client Service 

Team (CST) and Chris Thomson as new Head of UK Regions.  

 

As Head of the CST, Steven will provide an important link between clients, private bankers and support services 

throughout the entire client relationship and is a key role in helping to ensure outstanding client service.  

 

With over 15 years’ experience in the financial services industry, Steven joins from Societe Generale where he was 

the Head of Global Sales Facilitation in the UK and Emerging Markets for Securities Services since March 2018.  Prior 

to this, he worked for three years at BNP Paribas Securities Services as a Global Client Services Manager.  Since 2007 

he has held key roles at BNP Paribas, BNY Mellon and HSBC with a strong emphasis on client services, process 

improvement and operational service delivery. 

 

Steven will assume the role on 23 September and will report into Andrew Hillery, Head of UK Private Banking at 

Kleinwort Hambros. 

 

Separately, Chris Thomson has been appointed the new Head of UK Regions with immediate effect, reporting into 

Andrew Hillery. Chris will continue in his role as Head of the Edinburgh office, which he founded in 2008, while also 

developing activity across Kleinwort Hambros’ three other regional locations: Leeds, Newbury and Cambridge.  

Prior to Kleinwort Hambros, Chris spent twelve years in investment banking, split between London and New York. 

 

Commenting on the appointments, Andrew Hillery, said: 

“Steven’s appointment as new Head of the CST illustrates our ongoing commitment to enhancing the exceptional 

client service and personal relationships for which we are known.  Additionally, with over half of the wealth in the 



 
 

UK outside London, Chris’ role will be instrumental in driving our regional expansion which is a key aspect of our 

client offer and future growth.   

 

“We firmly believe that these two senior appointments will help to strengthen our UK business and reflect our 

broader growth ambitions for Kleinwort Hambros.” 

 
-Ends- 

 
Press contacts: 

Lansons: Mary Ellis, Lansons +44 (0) 207 566 9776, marye@lansons.com  

 

Biographies 

Steven Porter has over 15 years’ experience in the financial services industry, having begun his career at Barclays 

Wealth and Investment Management in the Isle of Man and Channel Islands in 2002. He joined BNP Paribas 

Securities Services in 2007 as a Client Services Manager for Institutional Investors where he was responsible for 

client satisfaction, process improvement and operational service delivery. In 2011 he moved to London and has 

held key roles at BNY Mellon and HSBC with a strong emphasis on Client Services before returning to BNP Paribas 

Securities Services in 2015 in a Global Client Services Manager role. Steven joined Societe Generale in March 2018 

as the Head of Global Sales Facilitation UK and Emerging Markets for Securities Services. 

 

Chris Thomson founded and heads up Kleinwort Hambros’ Edinburgh office covering Scotland, the north of 

England and Northern Ireland, although the office has clients from across the UK, Channel Islands and sometimes 

beyond. He joined Hambros in 2008 from Kleinwort Benson where he started in Private Banking, so the merger 

brings two strands of his history together. Prior to Kleinwort Benson, Chris spent twelve years in investment 

banking split between London and New York. The technical and corporate knowledge from this time has proved 

invaluable in assisting his clients to navigate the complexities of modern investing and wealth planning.  

 

Kleinwort Hambros 

Kleinwort Hambros is the private banking and wealth management division of Societe Generale in the UK, 

Channel Islands and Gibraltar.  

 

Combining two award-winning private banks, Kleinwort Hambros has over 200 years’ experience of 

helping individuals, families, entrepreneurs, trusts and charities to manage their wealth. 

  

Kleinwort Hambros knows how to simplify life’s financial challenges and understands the importance of creating 

strong relationships with clients based on trust, service and expert knowledge.  Providing a personal and holistic 

approach to wealth management from specialist teams and experienced private bankers, Kleinwort Hambros 

offers a wide range of services, including investment management, domestic and international wealth planning, 

lending, fiduciary and banking services. 

  

Its multi-lingual teams include the French, Middle East, and Russian desks who provide solutions for both domestic 

and non-domestic clients.  

  

With assets under management of £14.2bn and over 900 employees at end Dec 2018, Kleinwort Hambros has offices 

in London, Cambridge, Newbury, Leeds, Edinburgh, Guernsey, Jersey and Gibraltar. 

 

For more information please visit www.kleinworthambros.com. If you wish to unsubscribe from these 

announcements, please contact sgkh@lansons.com  
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Societe Generale Private Banking 

Societe Generale Private Banking, the wealth management arm of Societe Generale, is one of the leading private 

banks in Europe, with EUR 118 billion of assets under management at the end of December 2017. 

With 2,500 staff in 11 countries across the globe, Societe Generale Private Banking offers wealth management 

solutions to entrepreneurs and High Net Worth Individuals.  

The expertise of its private banking teams in wealth planning, investment advisory and financing solutions 

regularly receives awards. In 2016, 2017 and 2018, Societe Generale Private Banking was voted: 

 

◼ Best Credit Provider (WealthBriefing Swiss Awards, 2018) 

◼ Outstanding Private Bank - Western Europe (Private Banker International, 2017) 

◼ Best Wealth Planning Team (WealthBriefing European Awards, 2017) 

◼ Best Wealth Manager in France - Affiliate Bank (Leaders de la Finance, 2017) 

◼ Best Private Bank for Entrepreneurs in Western Europe (Global Finance, 2017) 

◼ Best Private Bank France (Global Finance, 2016) 

◼ Best Private Bank Monaco (Global Finance, 2016) 

◼ Outstanding Private Bank for Relationship Service and Engagement (Private Banker International, 2016) 

◼ Past performance should not be seen as an indication of future performance. 

 

For more information, you can follow us on twitter @SG_PrivateBank or visit our website 

privatebanking.societegenerale.com 

 

Societe Generale  

Societe Generale is one of the leading financial services groups in Europe. Drawing on a diversified and integrated 

model, the Group combines financial solidity, dynamic innovation and a strategy of sustainable growth to be a 

trustworthy partner for its clients that is committed to the positive transformation of societies and economies. 

 

Societe Generale has been playing a vital role in the economy for more than 150 years, boasts a solid position in 

Europe and is connected to the rest of the world. With more than 147,000 employees based in 67 countries, we 

serve 31 million individual, corporate and institutional customers around the world on a daily basis by offering a 

wide range of advisory services and tailored financial solutions in three complementary core businesses: 

• Retail banking in France with the Societe Generale branch network, Crédit du Nord and Boursorama, 

offering a comprehensive range of multi-channel financial services that are on the leading edge of digital 

innovation; 

• International retail banking, insurance and corporate financial services, with a presence in Africa, Russia, 

central and eastern Europe, and leading specialised businesses. 

• Global Banking and Investor Solutions, which offers recognised expertise, key international locations and 

integrated solutions. 

 

Societe Generale is included in the main socially responsible development indices: DJSI (World and Europe), 

FTSE4Good (Global and Europe), Euronext Vigeo (World, Europe and Eurozone), four of the STOXX ESG Leaders 

indices, and the MSCI Low Carbon Leaders Index. 

 

For more information, follow Societe Generale on Twitter  @societegenerale or go to 

www.societegenerale.com 

 

 

http://www.societegenerale.com/

